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§ 253.21 Apportionment. 
(a) Apportionment formula. The 

amount of funds apportioned to each 
state is to be determined by the Sec-
retary as the ratio which the equally 
weighted average of the volume and 
value of fishery resources harvested by 
domestic commercial fishermen and 
landed within such state during the 3 
most recent calendar years for which 
data satisfactory to the Secretary are 
available bears to the total equally 
weighted average of the volume and 
value of all fishery resources harvested 
by domestic commercial fishermen and 
landed within all of the states during 
those calendar years. 

(1) The equally weighted average 
value is determined by the following 
formula: 

Volume of 
A percent

X State

Volume of all States
=

Value of X
B percent

 State

Value of all States
=

[ % %]A B+ =
2

State percentage used to
determine state' s share of
the total available funds

(2) Upon appropriation of funds by 
Congress, the Secretary will take the 
following actions: 

(i) Determine each state’s share ac-
cording to the apportionment formula. 

(ii) Certify the funds to the respec-
tive NMFS Regional Director. 

(iii) Instruct NMFS Regional Direc-
tors to promptly notify states of funds’ 
availability. 

(b) No state, under the apportion-
ment formula in paragraph (a) of this 
section, that has a ratio of one-third of 
1 percent or higher may receive an ap-
portionment for any fiscal year that is 
less than 1 percent of the total amount 
of funds available for that fiscal year. 

(c) If a State’s ratio under the appor-
tionment formula in paragraph (b) of 
this section is less than one-third of 1 
percent, that state may receive funding 
if the state: 

(1) Is signatory to an interstate fish-
ery compact; 

(2) Has entered into an enforcement 
agreement with the Secretary and/or 
the Secretary of the Interior for a fish-

ery that is managed under an inter-
state fishery management plan; 

(3) Borders one or more of the Great 
Lakes; 

(4) Has entered into an interstate co-
operative fishery management agree-
ment and has in effect an interstate 
fisheries management plan or an inter-
state fisheries research program; or 

(5) Has adopted a Federal fishery 
management plan for an interjurisdic-
tional fishery resource. 

(d) Any state that has a ratio of less 
than one-third of 1 percent and meets 
any of the requirements set forth in 
paragraphs (c) (1) through (5) of this 
section may receive an apportionment 
for any fiscal year that is not less than 
0.5 percent of the total amount of funds 
available for apportionment for such 
fiscal year. 

(e) No state may receive an appor-
tionment under this section for any fis-
cal year that is more than 6 percent of 
the total amount of funds available for 
apportionment for such fiscal year. 

(f) Unused apportionments. Any part 
of an apportionment for any fiscal year 
to any state: 

(1) That is not obligated during that 
year; 

(2) With respect to which the state 
notifies the Secretary that it does not 
wish to receive that part; or 

(3) That is returned to the Secretary 
by the state, may not be considered to 
be appropriated to that state and must 
be added to such funds as are appro-
priated for the next fiscal year. Any 
notification or return of funds by a 
state referred to in this section is ir-
revocable. 

§ 253.22 State projects. 
(a) General—(1) Designation of state 

agency. The Governor of each state 
shall notify the Secretary of which 
agency of the state government is au-
thorized under its laws to regulate 
commercial fisheries and is, therefore, 
designated receive financial assistance 
awards. An official of such agency shall 
certify which official(s) is authorized 
in accordance with state law to com-
mit the state to participation under 
the Act, to sign project documents, and 
to receive payments. 

(2) States that choose to submit pro-
posals in any fiscal year must so notify 
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the NMFS Regional Director before the 
end of the third quarter of that fiscal 
year. 

(3) Any state may, through its state 
agency, submit to the NMFS Regional 
Director a completed NOAA Grants and 
Cooperative Agreement Application 
Package with its proposal for a project, 
which may be multiyear. Proposals 
must describe the full scope of work, 
specifications, and cost estimates for 
such project. 

(4) States may submit a proposal for 
a project through, and request pay-
ment to be made to, an Interstate Fish-
eries Commission. Any payment so 
made shall be charged against the ap-
portionment of the appropriate 
state(s). Submitting a project through 
one of the Commissions does not re-
move the matching funds requirement 
for any state, as provided in paragraph 
(c) of this section. 

(b) Evaluation of projects. The Sec-
retary, before approving any proposal 
for a project, will evaluate the proposal 
as to its applicability, in accordance 
with 16 U.S.C. 4104(a)(2). 

(c) State matching requirements. The 
Federal share of the costs of any 
project conducted under this subpart, 
including a project submitted through 
an Interstate Commission, cannot ex-
ceed 75 percent of the total estimated 
cost of the project, unless: 

(1) The state has adopted an inter-
state fishery management plan for the 
fishery resource to which the project 
applies; or 

(2) The state has adopted fishery reg-
ulations that the Secretary has deter-
mined are consistent with any Federal 
fishery management plan for the spe-
cies to which the project applies, in 
which case the Federal share cannot 
exceed 90 percent of the total esti-
mated cost of the project. 

(d) Financial assistance award. If the 
Secretary approves or disapproves a 
proposal for a project, he or she will 
promptly give written notification, in-
cluding, if disapproved, a detailed ex-
planation of the reason(s) for the dis-
approval. 

(e) Restrictions. (1) The total cost of 
all items included for engineering, 
planning, inspection, and unforeseen 
contingencies in connection with any 
works to be constructed as part of such 

a proposed project shall not exceed 10 
percent of the total cost of such works, 
and shall be paid by the state as a part 
of its contribution to the total cost of 
the project. 

(2) The expenditure of funds under 
this subpart may be applied only to 
projects for which a proposal has been 
evaluated under paragraph (b) of this 
section and approved by the Secretary, 
except that up to $25,000 each fiscal 
year may be awarded to a state out of 
the state’s regular apportionment to 
carry out an ‘‘enforcement agree-
ment.’’ An enforcement agreement 
does not require state matching funds. 

(f) Prosecution of work. All work must 
be performed in accordance with appli-
cable state laws or regulations, except 
when such laws or regulations are in 
conflict with Federal laws or regula-
tions such that the Federal law or reg-
ulation prevails. 

§ 253.23 Other funds. 

(a) Funds for disaster assistance. (1) 
The Secretary shall retain sole author-
ity in distributing any disaster assist-
ance funds made available under sec-
tion 308(b) of the Act. The Secretary 
may distribute these funds after he or 
she has made a thorough evaluation of 
the scientific information submitted, 
and has determined that a commercial 
fishery failure of a fishery resource 
arising from natural or undetermined 
causes has occurred. Funds may only 
be used to restore the resource affected 
by the disaster, and only by existing 
methods and technology. Any fishery 
resource used in computing the states’ 
amount under the apportionment for-
mula in § 253.21(a) will qualify for fund-
ing under this section. The Federal 
share of the cost of any activity con-
ducted under the disaster provision of 
the Act shall be limited to 75 percent of 
the total cost. 

(2) In addition, pursuant to section 
308(d) of the Act, the Secretary is au-
thorized to award grants to persons en-
gaged in commercial fisheries, for un-
insured losses determined by the Sec-
retary to have been suffered as a direct 
result of a fishery resource disaster. 
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